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EARTH'S LUNGS:
AMAZON'S RAINFOREST FIRE
The hashtag #PrayForAmazonas was the top trending topic in the world on Twitter on 
Wednesday, as images of a rain forest on fire spread across the internet. Here's what we 
know so far about the fires raging in the 
Amazon.

Amazon rainforest, the world's largest 
rain forest is at the risk of getting burned 
out completely. The rainforest, which 
contributes almost 20 percent of the 
earth's oxygen, has been burning for over 
many days resulting in a major loss of 
trees and biodiversity.  It will get 
completely burned out if it is not put out 
soon. 

wildfires raging in the Amazon rainforest 
have hit a record number this year, with 
72,843 fires detected so far by Brazil's 
space research center National Institute 
for Space Research (INPE). The surge 
marks an 83 percent increase over the 
same period of 2018 and is the highest since records began in 2013 for an ecosystem 
that produces 20 percent of Earth's oxygen. satellite images spotted 9,507 new forest 
fires in the country, mostly in the Amazon basin, home to the world's largest tropical 
forest seen as vital to countering global warming.

 Amazon rainforest fire impact can already be seen in different regions in South 

America including the Atlantic coast and Sao Paulo, Brazil's largest city. Sao Paulo 
plunged into sudden darkness around 3 pm on Monday. A dark, smoky cover seemed 
to envelop the city and the rain that poured down smelled like smoke. Sao Paulo is 
located about thousands of kilometres away from the burning fire.

The Amazon is often referred to as Earth's “lungs,” because its vast forests release 
oxygen and store carbon dioxide, a heat-trapping gas that is a major cause of global 
warming. If enough rain forest is lost and can't be restored, the area will become 

savanna, which doesn't store as much 
carbon, meaning a reduction in the planet's 
“lung capacity.”

Wildfires are common in the dry season but 
are also deliberately set by farmers illegally 
deforesting land for cattle ranching. 
According to environmentalists, 99 percent 
of the forest fires are a result of human 
actions, either on purpose or by accident.

The unprecedented surge in wildfires has 
occurred since Bolsonaro, president of 
Brazil, took office in January vowing to 
develop the Amazon region for farming and 
mining, ignoring international concern 
o v e r  i n c r e a s e d  
deforestation.
When it comes to the 

future of climate change, widespread fires contribute a dual 
negative effect. Trees are valuable because they can store carbon 
dioxide, and that storage capacity is lost when trees burn. 
Burning trees also pumps more carbon into the atmosphere.
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TIME TO BE ASHAMED;
RAPE'S IN INDIA 
Perhaps the real tragedy we must 
contemplate, as we consider the story of 
the young woman of Hyderabad being 
brutally beaten and Gang raped this 
Wednesday Night. The Girl who had Brunt 
after the Rape.The hideous gang-rape in 
Hyderabad is part of the continuum of 
violence millions of Indian women face 
every single day; a continuum that 

stretches from sexual harassment in public 
spaces and the workplace to physical 
abuse that plays itself out in the privacy of 
our homes. India came with a one more 
heinous crime now Rape which is a type of 
sexual assault which usually involves 
sexual intercourse or other type of sexual 
penetration, committed by perpetrator 
against consent of victim. The brutal crime 
drew nationwide condemnation from 
people in all walk of life. For all the noise 
that each gang-rape has provoked, 
Parliament has made no worthwhile 
progress towards desperately-needed legal 
reforms. Delhi is India's “rape capital.” 
There are plenty of other places in India 
with a higher incidence of reported rape.

In India, Rape is undoubtedly a heinous 
crime and an issue of great concern. 

According to National Crime Records 
Bureau 2013 report, Rape is fourth most 
common crime against women in India. 
Punishment for rape is given in section 376 of 
Indian Penal Code, punishment will be 
rigorous imprisonment which is not less than 
7years, which may extend to life 
i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  a n d  f i n e .
However, In April, 2018, Capital Punishment 

is allowed for anyone convicted 
of raping children under the age 
of 12. But what about rape of a 
woman above 12 years, Rape is 
Rape. Granting imprisonment 
for several years can't change 
the mindset of the accused 
person. According to me, a 
rapist is not safe for the society 
and hence should be given death 
penalty i.e. Capital Punishment, 
so that there could be an 
example in front of society and 
the cases of rape can be reduced. 
In rape cases, age of the victim 
should be considered immaterial 
for granting death penalty to the 
rapist. Even the age of rapist 

should not be considered for granting death 
penalty, as we see in Nirbhaya Gang Rape 
case, the fourth rapist who was a minor, was 
not treated like other rapists of the same case 
even when it was proved that he was more 
brutal towards victim and his act caused 
death of the victim. Just because he was 
minor he was not given death penalty. 
According to me even he should be hanged 
till Death. Finally, India's society rails against 
rape. It is this honor our 
society seeks to protect, 
not individual women. It 
is time for us as a people 
to feel the searing shame 
our society has until now 
only imposed on its 
female victims.

There are a lot of wolves in the street but 
sometimes they live inside our house in a 
sheep's skin. 

Marriage is a ceremony where two 
individuals come together with mutual 
consent in an arrangement to live together 
as husband and wife. They have a right of 
cohabitation, right in the property of the 
spouse, right to have legitimate child and 
they have right to have sexual intercourse 
with the spouse. 
A s  m a r r i a g e  
gives this idea to 
have sex with the 
partner,  some 
people take it as 
an opportunity to 
h a v e  s e x  
whenever they 
wish to have, 
regardless of the 
consent of their 
partner. 

We  a r e  w e l l  
aware about the 
word, 'rape', which means when a person 
forcefully has sex with the other person, 
without their consent and will or under 
threat. But when such things happen with a 
married couple, it istermed as marital rape. 
Marital rape is when one spouse forces 
(maybe physical or mental force like 
threat) other spouse for intercourse 
without their will and consent. Marital 
Rape refers to unwanted intercourse by a 
man with his wife obtained by force, threat 
of force, or physical violence, or when she 
is unable to give consent, marital rape 
could be by the use of force only, a 
battering rape or a sadistic/obsessive rape. 
It is a non-consensual act of violent 
perversion by a husband against the wife 
where she is physically and sexually 

abused. 

As a matter of fact, marital rape is not an 
offence in the Indian legal system. There is no 
law that safeguards women from being raped 
by their own husband. 

Sir Mathew Hale, Chief Justice in England, 
during the 1600s wrote “The husband cannot 
be guilty of a rape committed by himself 
upon his lawful wife, for by their mutual 
matrimonial consent and contract, the wife 

has given herself in kind unto the husband, 
whom she cannot retract.”Yes, the wife might 
have provided her consent at the time of 
marriage for having a sexual relationship 
with her husband but it does not mean that the 
husband owns his wife, as an individual as a 
human being she has the right to deny as well 
for the same. The wife has the right to deny 
the husband his conjugal rights on the 
grounds provided under 
the Hindu Marriage Act, 
1956, however, it is 
important to see that the 
reasons provided by the 
wife are reasonable 
enough to do so.
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GANDHISM
Gandhism is a philosophy that originated from writings 

of Mahatma Gandhi. As such, Gandhi ji never endorsed 

any such ism. But we get essence of Gandhism from his 

writings and speeches on various platforms.

Normally, Gandhism is seen as a philosophy of non-

violence. It is very much true that non violence is a 

central ideology of Gandhi ji, but it is myopic view. 

Apart from ahimsa, there are many ideologies which 

we can use in our day to day 

life. Let's see how we youths 

can use rich philosophy of 

Gandhi ji in our day to day 

life.

Gandhi ji said, “Earth has 

everything for our need but 

not enough for our greed”. 

We can use this noble idea to 

protect our mother nature. 

We can take small steps to 

protect our nature. Small 

steps like saving energy, 

planation, green life style etc 

can be taken to protect our 

environment. Principle of 

non violence is to be used 

not only for humans but also 

for plants and animals.

Gandhi ji had command over every religion. He took 

the idea of Ramrajya from Hinduism, idea of 

brotherhood from Islam, non violence from Buddhism 

and Jainism, self-sacrifice from Bible, courage from 

Sikhism. His popular idea of Swaraj has been picked 

from Geeta's concept of salvation. So, we can take 

inspiration from Gandhi ji to respect every religion. 

According to him, all regions are good and essence of 

all religion is same. We should not discard religion but 

we should see it with rationality. Gandhi ji said, “It is 

better to swim in religion but to sink in religion is a 

suicide”. So, this teaching of Gandhi is very relevant 

for maintain social harmony of India.

Contemporary phase of politics in India is very gloomy. 

Ethics is considered to be totally irrelevant. There is 

only one morality i.e morality of power. Politics has 

become a power game. In this scenario, Gandhi ji gives 

us a very good lesson. According to him, “Politics 

without ethics is a death trap”. He gives all youths who 

are in politics an ethical lesson. We should maintain 

ethics in politics. Our acts must be tied with string of 

moral values. Even in most adverse situation, we 

should not leave the path of principles and value 

system.

Today, we can see consumerism culture is at all-time 

high. Materialist culture has taken all space in life. 

Money, materialist accomplishment is all about life 

time achievements. According to Gandhi ji, we should 

not go mad for achievement of material goals. Non 

material goals like spiritual upliftment, national values, 

family values, societal responsibility etc should be our 

goal of life. We youths should follow “Theory of 

Karma” that has all facets of life i.e Dharma, Artha, 

Kama, Moksha. So, Gandhism teaches us to follow 

Swaraj. Swaraj does not mean only freedom from 

foreign power. But it means freedom from desire too. In 

today's world of cut throat competition, this notion is 

very relevant for youths.

India is witnessing all time high violence against 

women. Gandhism gives a solution for this social evil. 

Gandhi ji included women in non-cooperation 

movement. Women followed Satyagraha and led the 

famous Chipko movement. So, we can infuse 

Gandhism into feminism. Confluence of Gandhism and 

feminism makes youths challenge patriarchal society. 

Youths should discard cannons of patriarchal society 

and consider women as partner in nation making. 

Capacity of women should be trusted and youths 

should be extreme gender 

sensitive. Only Youths can 

challenge patriarchal Indian 

society and make our 

country safe for women.

Mass rampant poverty in 

India makes “Sarvodaya” of 

Gandhi ji very relevant. 

F o l l o w i n g  p a t h s  o f  

Sarvodaya, Youths of India 

can take care of their poor 

fellow countrymen. “Theory 

of trusteeship” teach us to 

share our resources for 

welfare of people. We should 

see poverty from reformative 

angle and not from burned 

point of view.

Gandhi ji concept of “Nayi 

Taleem” is very important today when education has 

been completely commercialized. Nayi Taleem teaches 

us to go for an education system, where we should learn 

beyond bookish knowledge. Youths should utilize their 

knowledge for welfare of society. Indian culture, 

civilization and Indian way of development should be 

top priority. Knowledge without character is a Sin.

So, Gandhism is biggest source of guiding lamp for 

youths. Following Gandhism can bring ethics and 

morality in our life. It has solution of 

social evils like untouchability, 

communalism, casteism, patriarchy 

evils, materialism, exploitation of 

environment etc. Gandhism is as 

relevant today as it was yesterday.

SHARIA COURTS AS CLANDESTINE LAD OF JUDICIAL SYSTEM

ADV SANJAY SAH
JHARKHAND HIGH COURT,

India is a democratic country where judiciary plays a very vital role in terms of 
fair ruling.Indian Courts are independently holding the power to state decisions, 
enforce the law for dispute settlement since 1862. Legitimacy of Indian Courts is 
witnessed by various articles like Article 124, Article 145, Article 214 etc. 

Supreme Court acts as the highest authority of Indian judiciary as inscribed under 
Part V, Chapter IV of the Constitution of India. So, being bestowed with all the 
needfulness Indian Judicial System has one more illegitimate child that is 'Sharia 
Court'. 

Sharia is the most pious yet most minacious term as it imposes it's own abysmal 
verdict which is nowhere established in any epic of Indian Judiciary. It's 
interference in law regimes intersects the decision took by authorized courts. In 
2014, the Supreme Court of India declared darulqaza or sharia courts as an 
alternative forum which will not run parallel with Indian Judiciary but now it's 
creating a great delay in portraying proceedings into action as it follows it's own 

religious customs not genuine syllogism. According to a survey of zee news, 
more than 12 lac cases are pending due to conflict between DarulQaza and 
Authorized Courts. So here the question arises that darulqaza are acting as an 
alternative forum declared by SC but it's nowhere marked as a legal authority to 

state decisions or to act as a legal regime. 

After all these conceptual dilemmas, declaration of setting up Sharia Courts in all 
states of India by All India Muslim Board has drawn a sense of high conflagration 
regarding legalization of darulqaza. The Board runs 50 qaza throughout the 
nation since 1993 which extricate the dissonance related to marriage, divorce and 
inheritance. Zafaryabjilani has stated that 'Supreme Court has allowed them 
saying they are not a parallel system'. But still there is a huge set of criticism as all 
verdict needs enforceability and the key part which sharia courts are lacking is 
enforceability of verdicts given by qazi which vindicates the illegality of a court. 
President or Prime Minister may come and go but until we have the 
illegitimacy in Legal Bodies it's arduous to set up a civilized society and 
spread a sense of equity, justice and conscience. 

KHUSHI SHUKLA
B.A.LL.B III SEMESTER 

Presidents come and go,
but the Supreme Court

goes on forever. 
- William Howard Taft  



1)  Justice SA Bobde takes oath as 47th Chief Justice of India, Succeeds 
Ranjan Gogoi

2)  President's rule imposed in Maharashtra as all parties failed to prove 
majority

3)  China is world's worst abuser of internet freedom 

4)  RBI issues new compensation guidelines for private, foreign bank CEOs

5)  Bihar government bans vehicles older than 15 years in Patna

6)  India and Uzbekistan sign three MoUs in the field of military medicine 

and education

7)  Nirbhaya fund to be used to set up women help desks and anti-human 
trafficking units for safety and security of women in India 

8)  RuPAY Card is the first of its kind Indian domestic debit and credit card 
payment network

9)  India, Germany signed 17 MoUs in areas including migration, Ayurveda 
and Yoga

10)  Chile cancels hosting COP-25 and APEC due to nationwide unrest

Question 1: How has been your journey from an extraordinary 

litigant to the Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)?

Answer:  First of all, let me tell you I have always been into public 

welfare and was interested in public speaking as well. Despite being 

offered judgeship in the year 1998, public welfare was a natural 

phenomenon to me, which as a consequence, led me to enter into politics 

and legal approach served as an instrument for development of society as 

a whole on the moral and legal aspects. So, basically this really came as a 

continuation of all my involvement and interest.

Question 2: Your father had been the judge in Rewa-riyasat (as he 

served as justice during the rule of king in local limits). What 

inspiration have you drawn from your father?

Answers: My father became the judge in the early age of 41 years or so. 

Before that, he worked for as social activist for long. I used to look at him 

and observed that he worked really hard to achieve all that he got in later 

stages of his life. The advice that my father always gave was to work hard 

upon you and your conscience. After that, it seemed that public and 

societal welfare could be done in a better way after getting involved into 

politics and to enter within.

Question 3: What is your advice and suggestions to the people and 

aspirants who wish to serve as a litigant in the Judicial Services?

Answer: I must say that it is very good platform to serve justice and now 

the environment is conducive to work and the places are much better than 

the earlier days, thanks to the Supreme Court for its work. Infrastructures 

are now much better and we have better court rooms and better 

environment. It is a great opportunity to practice even in the higher 

courts. Gradually, lower courts have also started developing rapidly to 

make working better. Right kind of environment is required - not only for 

students those just hold the dice in district court as justice but also for the 

youngsters who want to practice as litigants. But now, it is far more 

protected, especially in the Supreme Court and it shall extend to lower 

courts as well.

Question 4:What your views about social integration with context to 

the prevailing situation in Kashmir as you are the only Kashmiri 

pandit in the parliament?

There is no communalism in Kashmir but there is separatism. People of 

Kashmir have always respected Kashmiri pundits and protected them on 

many instances. Our families have migrated to Uttar Pradesh and then to 

Madhya Pradesh, but our heart still belongs to Kashmir and we always 

look for development and peace there. I always want integration in the 

valley and nation. Stakeholders play a major role in Kashmir. Citizens of 

Kashmir who belong to Kashmir specifically, don't want any riot but 

there is diversification out there and that is leading to an adverse 

situation. 

Question 5: How was your experience at IIL and would you provide 

any suggestions for our readers?

Answer: I can see enthusiasm in budding lawyers and have noticed 

several changes in a positive manner. Evolution of study pattern and 

techniques incorporated by your institute is mind-blowing. The 

infrastructure and environment around here is very conducive for study 

and the growth of students. Many new things have been introduced, say 

for example “Nyay Disha”, which keeps the readers intact and will 

enhance the knowledge all over in particular about law. Students like you 

are the face of such dynamism and have such an opportunity provided by 

your institute to inculcate the confidence and prepare you for tomorrow. 

This could also be the way of Legal Journalism which we both together 

are a part of, and is a new wing to persue carrer in it. I will just advice the 

readers to learn from whatever you do and never be afraid of anything, 

especially hardwork. Newsletters like this are great initiatives for 

everyone, not only for the students but also people like us.

TH
Interviewed by: Mr. Anuj Gupta, B.A.LL.B. 9  SEM 

CURRENT EVENTS 

MR. VIVEK TANKHA
SENIOR ADVOCATE, SUPREME COURT OF INDIA, 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (RAJYA SABHA)

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION



CHIEF EDITOR: DR. MANPREET KAUR RAJPAL
(Associate Professor, IIL, Indore)

MS. PRAGYA SHARMAASSOCIATE EDITOR : 
(Asst. Prof. IIL, Indore)

1st Ranked Private Law College in M.P, CG & Rajasthan

INTERNATIONAL 
LEX BONANZA 2K19 -CHAPTER VIII

The flagship event LEX Bonanza 2K19 hosted a 
plethora of teams across PAN India. A total of 
whooping 44 teams (274 Participants) from India and 
abroad participated in various events.

Day 1: October 18, 2019

The day began with arrival of various teams from 
across the country. After accommodating teams at 
various locations, the registration of teams began. 
After registration the participants started preparing for 
various competitions. Teams participating in Moot 
Court competition appeared for Researcher's Test and 
Exchange of Memorials. Judgement Writing 
Competition took place on first day along with 
Adjudicator's Test for Parliamentary Debate. 
Screening round for International Law Quiz was held 
during the evening. Successful teams made it to the 
finals to be held on last day of the event.

Day 2: October 19, 2019

The day began with flag hoisting and releasing of 
balloons by the dignitaries followed by welcome of 
Chief Guest Justice Rajiv SahaiEndlaw (Judge, Delhi 
High Court), Guest of Honour Adv. Vivek Tankha, (Sr. 
Advocate Supreme Court of India and member of 
Rajya Sabha) and Special Guest Adv. Sanjay Sarin, 
(Sr. Advocate, Supreme Court of India)  who presided 
the Oath Ceremony alongwith Mr. Kantilalji Bam, 
Chairman – ICON Education Society, Mr. 
AkshayKanti  Bam, Chairman – INDORE 
INSTITUTE OF LAW. Oath was conducted by Mr. 
Kanti Lal Bam, Chairman, ICON Education Society.

All the representatives of participating teams took the 
oath on behalf of their team members. After the oath 
ceremony the team representatives were given a 
memento as a token of participation. 

After the oath ceremony the preliminary round 1 & 2 
for the International Moot Court Competition 
began.Preliminary Round and Semi-final round for 
International Parliamentary Debate was held on 
second day. Two teams made it to the finals to be held 
on next day.

Day 3: October 20, 2019

The flagship event LEX Bonanza 2K19 of INDORE 
INSTITUTE OF LAW came to an end with a grand 
Valedictory ceremony presided by Hon'ble Justice 
Rohit Arya (chief Guest), Judge M. P. High Court, Mr. 
Kantilalji Bam, Chairman – ICON Education Society, 
Mr. AkshayKanti Bam, Chairman – INDORE 
INSTITUTE OF LAW, Mr. Gaurav Basant Jain, 
Executive Director – Indore Institute of Law graced 
the occasion. The words of praise bestowed by the 
chief guest showcased the progress made by the 
institute, efforts of the management and the 
participants from various parts of the country and 
abroad. The ceremony ended with prize distribution 
for the various events held during the course of LEX 
Bonanza 2K19.Flag march by Secretary Student Council 

Mr. Srajan Shekhar Namdev and the 
Chief Managing Editor Mr. Anuj Gupta

Floral welcome of Hon'ble Justice Rajiv Sahai Endlaw Floral welcome of Mr. Vivek Tankha

Lamp lighting @inaugral ceremony by Hon'ble Justice 
Rajiv Sahai Endlaw, Sr. Adv. SCI Mr. Vivek Tankha, 
Sr. Adv. SCI Mr. Sanjay Sarin and the management

Lamp lighting by Hon'ble Justice Rohit Arya


